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after the expiration of the licenses of certain nuclear facilities, determine
whether the wastes generated by those facilities ean be safely stored on-site
until such disposal is available."

In addition to DOE, more than 50 participants arc expected to state
their positions to NRC. Participants include state government representa-
tives, environmental groups, federal agencies, and utilities, A proposed rule
regarding nuclear waste disposal is expected lo he published after all the
testimony is heard, possibly late in 1981.

Earth Science Technical Plan

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) over the past 18 months have jointly prepared the Earth Science
Technical Plan for Disposal of Radioactive Waste in a Mined Repository
(ESTP), The draft ESTP, which is now ready for a second public review, was
prepared by the ESTP Working Group. The Working Group was composed
of members from the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, rhe Office of Nuclear
Waste Isolation, the Nevada Nuclear Waste Site Investigations, the Basalt
Waste Isolation Project, DOE, and USGS. ONWI was given the responsi-
bility of coordinating ibis activity.

The major purpose of the ESTP is to present a plan describing the carlh
science research and development that must be done to establish a safe
mined geologic repository for high-level waste and spent fuel. To thai end, it
discusses technical questions pertaining to the geologic isolation of radio-
active waste, shows how current research lasks relate to these questions,
recommends where program emphasis should be placed, and identifies
technical questions requiring additional attention. Also the ESTP classifies,
describes, and shows relationships among the various earth science research
tasks performed by DOE and USGS.

After public comments have been incorporated, the ESTP will be used
as a portion of the National Plan for Radioactive Waste Management which
is now being prepared.

NWTS Program Criteria

Program Criteria for Geologic Disposal of Nuclear Waste is
being issued in a four-part document scheduled for completion in 1980. The
various parts are in various stages of completion and review before being
issued. The four parts are described briefly below: General Program Policies-site disposal of radioactive waste from licensed facilities will be
